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A Nevill Effigy in the Parish Church of St Lawrence, 
Mereworth, Kent 

MARCUS HERBERT 

THE FOLLOWING STUDY sets out to examine the history of an effigy of an 
armoured man in the church at Mereworth dating from the early Tudor period. 
It is generally held that the individual commemorated by the figure belonged to 
a cadet branch of the Nevill family of Westmorland. The reasons for this belief are 
explained together with a reappraisal of the dating evidence and an examination 
of the candidates. 

Introduction 

Around 1742 John Fane seventh Earl of Westmorland petitioned Joseph Wilcocks, 
Bishop of Rochester for a faculty to demolish the old parish church of St Lawrence 
at Mereworth and build another a bit further away.' The bishop had his commis-
sioners examine both the old church and the plans for the new stating that 'the 
said parish church of Mereworth is an antient building and is decaying and that 
the situation of it is most inconvenient being near the bounds of the parish on one 
side, and that the greater number of the parishioners dwell at a great distance from 
it, and that the said Earle is desirous to pull down the said old parish church of 
Mereworth and to build a new one in a more convenient place and make a new 
church yard and assure the ground to the said parish forever at his own proper 
costs and charges'. Following the commissioners' report the bishop concluded that 
as 'no detriment, inconvenience or disadvantage' would be suffered by the minis-
ter, parishioners or inhabitants, notice should be given in the church of the earl's 
intentions and inform those present that 'there will be as sufficient and more con-
venient room in the new church than there is now in the old'.2  Fane's apparent 
concern for the parishioners was in reality a thinly veiled excuse to get rid of a 
building which spoilt his view and which was the final phase in his redevelopment 

For Jack Lowe, Samuel Lowe and Ellie Wilson. My sincerest thanks are due to the Marquess of 
Abergavenny, Andrew Wells for access to the chapel at Mereworth church, the Reverend Kenneth Steventon, 
David J.H. Smith and the Berkeley Will Trust, Chris Milburn and the Barbican House Museum, Lewes, 
Duncan Harrington, Sylvia Queynnec, the Society of Antiquaries of London, the Society of Antiquaries of 
Newcastle, Bromley Library Local Studies, The Kent History and Library Centre, Jacky Hardcastle at the 
John Rylands University Library, Pamela Willis Head of Heritage at the Museum of the Order of St John, 
Alison McCann of the Petworth House Archives, Vinai Solanki of the Blackburn Museum and Art Gallery, 
Sue Hurley archivist for the Worshipful Company of Stationers and Newspaper Makers. 

2  Centre for Kentish Studies, DRb/A/f/t2. The citation and intimation was read out in the old church 
by Mr Philip Twysden on Tuesday 29 January 1743• 
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of the old moated manor house site at Mereworth. Shortly after 172o he had com-
missioned the Scottish architect, Colen Campbell, to design a new house. The 
result was Mereworth Castle, the first house in England to be built entirely in the 
Palladian manner.3  

The earldom of Westmorland had passed to Fane on the death of his brother 
in 1737. In 1574 their ancestor Sir Thomas Fane of Badsell, Kent, had married as 
his second wife, Mary, the daughter and sole heir of Henry Nevill fourth Baron 
Bergavenny. After her father's death in 1587 Mary, as his heir general, had found 
herself at odds with her second cousin, Edward Nevill, who claimed the barony 
of Abergavenny as Henry's heir male. Ultimately Edward's claim was successful 
but Mary was compensated with the hereditary title of baroness Despenser.4  In 
1571 Charles Neville, the Catholic sixth Earl of Westmorland, suffered attainder 
following his participation in the Rising of the North, the failed attempt to replace 
Elizabeth I with Mary Queen of Scots. The earldom of Westmorland remained in 
abeyance until 1624 when Sir Francis Fane was made earl of Westmorland, his 
mother, baroness Despenser, being the great-great granddaughter of Edward Nevill 
first baron Bergavenny son of Ralph Nevill, first Earl of Westmorland, of the orig-
inal creation. So it was that by a quirk of fate, the earldom of Westmorland, the 
birthright of the senior Nevills, ended up with the descendants of a cadet branch 
of the family.5  

Before proceeding further an explanation should be given here of the reason 

3  J. Newman, The Buildings of England.: West Kent and the Weald; Harmondsworth 1976, p. 149: com-
pleted around 1725, Campbell's design is a copy of Andrea Palladio's Villa Rotonda at Vicenza, Italy. A letter 
published in Notes and Queries in February 1854 appealed for anyone who knew of the existence of a picture 
of the old manor house to come forward. No replies to the letter appear to have ever been published. CPR 
1330-34, p. 365: on 22 October 1332 John de Mereworth, whose brass remains in the church, was granted a 
licence to crenelate Mereworth. A survey of the manor, dared 15 June 1579, including a description of the 
manor house, its buildings, lands and tenants is held by The Kent History and Library Centre, CKS-U3597 
Mr. J. Copley Camden's Britannia: Kent. From the edition of 1789 by Richard Gough, London 5977, p. 17: 
originally published in 1586, Camden said that at Mereworth there is 'a house like a little castle'. 

4  House of Lords. The Sessional Papers 1801-33, vol. 166, 1824, Report from the Lords Committees 
Appointed to Search the Journals of the House, Rolls of Parliament and Other Records and Documents for all 
Matters Touching the Dignity of a Peer of the Realm, Presented to the House 12 July 1819, pp. 434-44. 

5  Following the death of the 6th earl of Westmorland in 16o1 the earldom was unsuccessfully claimed 
by Edmund Nevill the great grandson of Richard Nevill 2nd baron Latimer. Latimer had inherited his title 
from his grandfather George Nevill a son of Ralph 1" Earl of Westmorland and Joan Beaufort. Edmund 
Nevill and his wife Jane Smythe (d. 1647) are commemorated by a lavish wall monument in the church 
of St Mary Magdelene, East Ham. His epitaph reads 'To the memory of the Rt. Hon. Edmund Nevill, 
Lord Latimer, Earl of Westmoreland, and Dame Jane his wife, with the memorials of their seven children; 
which Edmund was lineally descended from the honourable blood of kings and princes, and the 7th earl 
of Westmoreland of the name of Nevill'. He is not buried in the church and the date and place of his death 
are not shown. The tomb is probably the best Nevill monument in existence as far as heraldry is concerned 
and was almost certainly erected when he was in the throes of proving his claim to the earldom of 
Westmorland. The arms on the tomb recall the very earliest Nevills and record the unions of many of his 
ancestors from the 12th century onwards. See H.W. King, 'East Ham Church: an architectural description; 
with notices of the principal sepulchral monuments', Transactions of the Essex Archaeological Society, vol. 2 
(1863), pp. rto—tr. A.P. Crouch, Silvertown and Neighbourhood London 1900, pp. 18, 19. 
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why a number of writers have made what at first glance appear to be anomalies in 
the numbering of the Nevill barons of Bergavenny. Edward Nevill was the 
youngest surviving son of Ralph Nevill, first Earl of Westmorland and his second 
wife Joan Beaufort daughter of John of Gaunt. In 1424 he had married Elizabeth 
the daughter and heiress of Richard Beauchamp, first Earl of Worcester and second 
Baron Bergavenny, who in 1422 had died without male issue.6  Nevill became lord 
Bergavenny in right of his wife. However in 1396 William Beauchamp, Elizabeth's 
grandfather, had created an entail that settled the castle and lordship of 
Abergavenny on his male issue. In the event that the male issue should fail the 
lordship would pass to his brother, Thomas, Earl of Warwick, or his heirs. William 
Beauchamp died in 1411 and the lordship passed to his son the earl of Worcester. 
However, Worcester's early death in 1422 meant that the lordship of Abergavenny 
passed to his cousin Richard Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick. On 5 September 1450 
Edward Nevill was summoned to parliament as Lord Bergavenny but since 
Elizabeth had died two years previously Edward could not have been summoned 
in her right so a new creation was deemed to have taken place. To simplify matters 
this article follows the second or Nevill creation.? 

The Effigy 

Amongst the property Elizabeth brought to their union was the manor of 
Mereworth, although Birling to which they received seisin in September 1440 
became the family seat.8  In 1735 four Cambridge gentlemen undertook a tour 
throughout much of England. On 3o July they arrived at Mereworth and recorded 
that 'in the north front of the house are very good stables, and opposite them the 
church, in which is the burying place of the Earls of Westmerland'.9  The old 
church stood just beyond the west pavilion and remained in use until late 1746 
when the new building was ready for regular worship after which it was pulled 
down.10  Fortunately John Thorpe (d. 1750) the antiquary, had prevailed upon the 
earl of Westmorland 'to fix the brass plates of the Nevills his noble ancestors' in 
the new church at Mereworth where they remain in the Despenser or Lady Chapel 

6  Somerset Heritage Centre, T\ PH \ pls/t/t6: a receipt from Lionel Sebrook, feodary of the great court 
of the honour of Gloucester at Bristol, to William Poleyn lord of Kayver for 5s for a reasonable aid for the 
fourth part of a knight's fee in Kayver for the marriage of Elizabeth daughter of Lady Isabella Countess of 
Warwick, daughter and heir of Thomas le Despencer, 9 September 1424. 

7  Burke's Peerage, Baronetage and Knightage, 3 vols, Wilmington, Delaware, 2003, vol. 1, p. 19. The first 
three Nevill lords of Abergavenny found themselves holding the title but not the lordship from whence it 
came. Cal. Ld•P Dom. Henry VIII, vol. t, no. 3599, p. 459. Not until 1512 was the third baron granted the 
castle and lordship of Abergavenny. For an analysis of the circumstances, R.L. Storey, The End of the House 
of Lancaster, Gloucester 1986, pp. 231-41, and M. Hicks, Warwick the Kingmaker, Oxford 1998, pp. 26-27, 
37, 41-43, 225-26. G.E. Cokayne and V. Gibbs, The Complete Peerage, London 1910, vol. 1, p. 4o, fn. e. 
The styling Abergavenny instead of Bergavenny was first used in the early 18th century. 

8  Historical Manuscripts Commission, Tenth Report.• The Manuscripts of the Marquess of Abergavennit 
etc., London 1887, p.3 (hereafter MSS Abergavenny). The document relating to Birling was held at Eridge 
Castle now Eridge Park, East Sussex, seat of the Marquess of Abergavenny. 
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on the south-western side of the church and include 'a fine large C15 alabaster 
reclining effigy of a knight' whose precise identity has long been forgotten. In 1769 
Thorpe's son published Registrum Roffense a volume of records collected by his 
late father concerning the Diocese of Rochester half of which comprise the mon-
umental inscriptions and heraldry of its churches. Mereworth is particularly well 
served with details given of the positions occupied by the monuments in the old 
church. Of the alabaster figure Thorpe senior wrote 'under an arch in the north 
wall is the effigies of a man in armour, cut in alabaster, with a dog at his feet'." 
Unfortunately it is apparent from his description that nothing remained on or near 
the tomb from which an identification might have been made. Earlier sources such 
as Weever, Kilburne, Harris and Philipot are of no help to us and Horace Walpole 
who described some of the monuments he had seen in the 'little chapel with Nevil 
tombs' did not comment specifically upon the effigy in question. It is a pity also 
that neither Gardner nor Hampton included the effigy in their respective 
studies.' 2  As we have seen in his brief description of the figure Thorpe describes 
the animal at its feet as a dog. However the animal beneath the feet of the figure 
remaining at Mereworth is a bull. It is possible that Thorpe was describing a lost 
effigy and perhaps omitted to mention the one surviving today but given the accu-
racy of his work, and his careful inclusion of the type of material from which the 
figure was made it seems very unlikely. 

The effigy lies on a shelf beneath an arch in the west wall of the chapel and is 
fashioned from an off-white coloured alabaster. Alabaster is a fine grained form of 
gypsum which although relatively soft when first quarried soon hardens on expo-
sure to the air. It occurs in a number of localities from Cumbria to Somerset but 
in the medieval period the best quality material was obtained from the quarries in 
Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire and Staffordshire. The workshops they supplied 
were situated at Chellaston in Derbyshire, Tutbury in Staffordshire and 
Nottingham but others are known to have operated at Burton on Trent, Lincoln, 

9  V.J.B. TOM 'A tour through Kent in 1735', Archaeologia Cantiana, vol. 43 (1931), p. 267. 
10  A. Wells, The Parish Church of St Lawrence, Mereworth, Mereworth 2006, p. H: a solitary entry in 

the parish registers for 1745 reads `No Marriages nor Burials in the Parish this year the Church not being 
rebuilt'. A further entry made 23 September 1746 described John Grinsted as 'the first who was baptised 
in this church'. Mrs Paget Toynbee, The Letters of Horace Walpole Fourth Earl of Orford, 16 vols, Oxford 
5903, vol. 3, pp. 519-20: Walpole visited the new church on 8 August 1752 and described the building inter-
nally as 'the most abominable piece of tawdriness that ever was seen'. 

' ' J. Thorpe, Custumale Roffense, London 1788, p. 133. J. Newman, The Buildings of England p. 422 

(quotation). J Thorpe, Registrum Roffense, London 1769, p. 804. When considering the Nevill monuments 
remaining at Mereworth we may take Thorpe's phrase 'the brass plates of the Nevins' to mean all types of 
monument. 

12  J. Weever, Antient Funeral Monuments, London 1631. Weever's original notes and those of his near 
contemporary Sir Edward Dering have also been consulted at respectively the Society of Antiquaries and 
The Kent History and Library Centre. R. Kilburne, A Topographic or Survey of the County of Kent, London 
1659. J. Harris, The History of Kent, London 1719, pp. 204-05. T. Philipot, Villare Cantianum or Kent 
Surveyed and Illustrated 2nd  edition, Lynn 1776. Paget Toybee, p. I20. A. Gardner, Alabaster Tombs of the 
Pre-reformation Period in England, Cambridge 5940. W. E. Hampton, Memorials of the Wars of the Roses, 
Upminster 5979. 
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London and York. The trade in alabaster began in the thirteenth century. In addi-
tion to funerary sculpture it was used in the manufacture of altarpieces and private 
devotional objects for the home. A thriving domestic market was complemented 
by a flourishing export trade both in the form of the finished product and as a raw 
material. It is therefore not surprising that the time eventually came when supplies 
of the purest white stone began to run low. This limited the way in which the 
deceased individual could be presented in effigy form. For areas such as the face 
and hands the earlier figures might display the natural stone which would simply 
be polished but once the only available material was of a darker hue, probably due 
to the presence of iron deposits, the option of leaving the stone exposed for areas 
of skin was not open to the manufacturers. The stone available from the late six-
teenth century onwards was often brown and streaky and no longer resembled 
white marble.' 3  

The Mereworth effigy is in excellent condition almost certainly due to its being 
placed in the gated chapel to which access continues to be restricted and displays 
very little trace of the graffiti which unfortunately continues to blight the more 
accessible monuments. The main losses to the figure itself are the nose and the 
ends of both feet but the greatest deficiency is the total loss of the altar tomb on 
which it would have lain. In its original form the composition was either sited 
beneath an arch, as it was in the old church, or freestanding but Thorpe, as we 
have seen, does not record anything other than the effigy. The head of the figure 
rests on a heraldic style helm upon which is a coronet and from which emerges a 
bull's head. The horns of both animals have long been lost and as the one under 
the head is so close to the wall behind, it would appear that they were gone before 
it was moved into its present position. However, it is the bull beneath the feet that 
remains the greatest oddity. In profile it looks alright, although to concur with 
Thorpe, somewhat dog-like, but head-on it is a very odd looking beast indeed. 
The top part of its face is crooked with the eyes on a slant and the depth of the 
lower jaw overstated. It is so grotesquely crude that it is tempting to think that the 
sculptor went to lunch leaving the newest apprentice to complete the job. 
Certainly it is difficult to believe that it was fashioned by the same man who pro-
duced the rest of the composition but no joints are discernible in the stonework 
from which to conclude that the head is a replacement for a broken original, so 
why it appears as it does must remain a mystery. Most of the original polychrome 
used to decorate the figure has gone but traces of colour may still be seen in the 
mouths of both bulls, on the coronet and on the mantling that trails from the 
helm. The hair is unparted and very long reaching to just below shoulder level 
whilst the hands of the figure are joined in the usual attitude of prayer. The effigy 
wears an undecorated tabard over plate armour and is armed with a sword and 
dagger. 

13  F.W. Cheetham, Medieval English Alabaster Carvings in the Castle Museum Nottingham, Nottingham 
1973. passim. 
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Figure I. 

Figure 2. Detail below head 
of effigy. 

Figure 3 
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The most distinctive features, however, are the two chains around the neck. 
Neither is a livery collar, being purely decorative. The uppermost has flattened 
links and is identical to a modern curb chain. The lower chain is architectural in 
design having the appearance of eight courses of brickwork built in stretcher bond, 
that is to say displaying only the long faces of the bricks. Nothing is suspended 
from either chain and the combination of the two different designs seems to be 
unique among the surviving English armoured alabaster figures. Brick was 
employed in building from the thirteenth century onwards but was usually hidden 
beneath a layer of render or plaster. The first English buildings constructed solely 
of brick appeared in the 1430s, its aesthetic possibilities having been recognised 
much earlier in the Low Countries from where it was originally imported. Its 
increase in popularity by the close of the fifteenth century coincided with the 
beginnings of domestic manufacture of the material. It is therefore not surprising 
that designs based on brickwork influenced other crafts. An example of this could 
be seen in a lost stained glass portrait of John Howard first Duke of Norfolk who 
was shown wearing a chain resembling two courses of 'brickwork'.14  The presence 
of two chains is also an important factor in dating the figure for it would seem that 
the inclusion of more than one was fairly uncommon. A group of alabaster effigies 
at the church of St Peter and St Paul, Ormskirk, Lancashire once lay in nearby 
Burscough Priory. Among them is an effigy commissioned by Thomas Stanley, 
first Earl of Derby (d.1504) who requested burial at the priory in a 'tomb already 
there with the personages of myself and both my wives'. Its condition is not nearly 
as good as the Mereworth figure but it has the same long unparted hair reaching 
to just below shoulder level, a tabard, this time ornately carved to display the 
Stanley arms and most strikingly of all two livery collars, this time of esses showing 
allegiance to the house of Tudor. Unfortunately as with the Mereworth figure it 
has also suffered the complete loss of the altar tomb on which it would have lain 
making any further comparison between the two impossible. 15  Another effigy 
commemorating Sir John Strelley (claw') of Strelley in Nottinghamshire includes 
two simple chains. So from the above it is apparent that a revision of the date of 
manufacture for the Mereworth figure is necessary. Taking into consideration what 
is known of the others it may be re-dated to around 1500-05, perhaps a decade 
later than previously thought. 

As to be expected female figures of the period survive that mirror their male 
counterparts. The effigy of Isabella Smythe (d.1516) at Elford, Staffordshire and 
another commemorating Elizabeth Devereaux, Lady Ferrers, at Lockington, 

14  E. Cartwright, A History of the Western Division of the County of Sussex: The Rape of Bramber, Volume 
2, part 2, London 183o, between pages 192 and 193: this portrait shows the duke kneeling at prayer was 
taken 'from an original painting on glass in the possession of his Grace the Duke of Norfolk'. The panel 
is believed to have come from Tendring Hall, Suffolk, a former property of the Howards, and is now lost. 

15  N.H. Nicolas, Testamenta Vetusta, 2 vols, London 1826, vol. 2, pp. 458-6o. J. Bromley, 'The heraldry 
of Ormskirk Church', Transactions of the Historic Society of Lancashire and Cheshire, vol. 58, n.s. vol. 22 
(1907), pp. 87-90: the hands of the effigy are gone as are the legs below mid-thigh. 
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Leicestershire display three simple chains around their necks. '6  The addition of 
multiple collars or chains became more commonplace from the 152os onwards but 
the survival of only a handful of English effigies displaying this feature and from 
this earlier short period may indicate that few were made to begin with. As the 
effigy at Mereworth so closely resembles that of the earl of Derby at Ormskirk it 
may perhaps be concluded that they were produced by the same workshop. The 
multiple collar or chain does not seem to have been a feature included in the work 
of the brass engravers, but portraits of Elizabeth, Lady Dynham (d. 1485), and Sir 
Thomas Montgomery (d. 5495), both forming part of the fifteenth century glazing 
scheme at Long Melford, Suffolk, shows them wearing two chains about their 
necks. These last are a little earlier than the effigies but it could be argued that to 
add extra decoration to an effigy would be more time consuming, and conse-
quently more expensive, than a few simple brush strokes, which may explain the 
slightly later appearance of multiple collars in stone. 

The Nevills of Abergavenny 

It has long been accepted that the Mereworth effigy was made to commemorate 
a member of the branch of the Nevill family who held the barony of Abergavenny 
and who possessed the manor of Mereworth during the period in which the figure 
was made. Some confirmatory evidence of this is provided by the presence of the 
bull on the remaining part of the monument. The Nevills of Abergavenny used a 
pied bull as their family crest and it has continued to form a part of their arms to 
the present. However, what has not been established is exactly which of them the 
effigy represents. Past speculation has thrown up two names. The first is Edward 
Nevill, first Lord Bergavenny, the other his son George, the second baron. Edward 
may have been born at Raby Castle in County Durham, the birthplace of his sister 
Cecily, mother to Edward IV and Richard III. On 4 May 1426 he was summoned 
by writ to Leicester, where a parliament was in session, to receive knighthood by 
the king. The investiture on Whitsunday 19 May was particularly important as 
this was the occasion that the duke of Bedford bestowed the honour on his young 
nephew Henry VI. Bedford was Edward Nevill's cousin and clearly wanted his 
Beaufort relatives included, for among the recipients that day were Nevill's elder 
brothers William, Lord Fauconberg, later earl of Kent and George, later baron 
Latimer. His nephews Ralph Nevill, second Earl of Westmorland, and Henry 
Percy, future earl of Northumberland, together with his brother-in-law, Richard, 

16  Lady Isabella Smythe was the daughter of John Nevill 1" Marquess of Montagu (d. 1471). She married 
(1) Sir William Huddleston (d. 1509), (z) Sir William Smythe (d. 1524). She died tz October 1516, but her 
effigy may have been made some years earlier, perhaps around the time of the death of her first husband. 
Smythe lies between his two wives in the Stanley chapel. Lady Ferrers, commemorated by the tomb at St 
Nicholas, Lockington, was the daughter of John Langham of Gopsall, Leics. She became the znd wife of 
Sir John Devereaux, 8111  Baron Ferrers of Charley (d. 15o1), after the death of Cecily Bourchier, his first 
wife, in 1493. Her effigy wears a coronet. See J. Nichols, The History and  Antiquities ofthe County of Leicester 
4 vols, London 1795-1811, vol. 3 part 2, p. 879; Nichols noted the 'treble neck-lace'. 
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Duke of York, similarly received the dignity. However, for some unknown reason, 
Edward did not share in the honours conferred on other members of his family, 
thereby explaining the omission of his name from the chronicles containing lists 
of those knighted that day. The date he was eventually knighted is not precisely 
known, but probably took place in the period July 1432 to November 1440.17  

Nevill married twice and, as already mentioned, his first wife was Elizabeth 
Beauchamp, who bore him at least at least four children: Richard, George, 
Elizabeth and Katherine. Richard did not survive his father, Elizabeth married Sir 
Thomas Grey, and Katherine married John Iwardby of Mapledurham, 
Oxfordshire. Elizabeth Beauchamp died in 1448 and was buried at the Carmelite 
house of the White Friars in Coventry, Warwickshire.' 8  Nevill's second wife was 
Katherine, a sister of John Howard the future duke of Norfolk. By her he is known 

17  T. Rymer, ed., Foedera, 3rd ed. by G. Holmes, to vols, The Hague 1739--45,  vol. 4, book 4, pt 4,  p. 
in. C.L. Kingsford, Chronicles of London, Oxford 1905, PP. 95, 530. W.A. Shaw, The Knights of England, 
vols, London 1906, vol. 1, pp. x-xv, 130-32; Shaw explains that those who were summoned by writ are 
deemed to be knights of the Bath whilst those for whom no record of a writ exists should be considered 
to be knights bachelor as a writ may never have been issued to them. The historical importance of those 
knighted at Leicester must be the reason why Edward Nevill has on occasion been incorrectly described 
as a member of the Order of the Garter. A licence of 16 July 5432 relating to the manor of Bolton in 
Cumbria describes Nevill's elder brothers as knights with their respective titles of Lords Latimer and 
Fauconberg, while he is described only as `Edward de Neville', CPR 429-36, pp. 17o-71. In a petition of 

December 144o concerning lands held by Beatrice, late Countess of Arundel, due to John Duke of 
Norfolk and Nevill's wife Elizabeth Beauchamp, Nevill is described as 'Edward Nevyle knight, Lord of 
Bergavenny, CPR1436-41, p. 483. 

18  D. Rowland, An Historical and Genealogical Account of the Noble House of Nevill, Particularly of the 
House of Abergavenny and also a History of the Old Land Barony of Abergavenny, London 5830, table 3. Cal. 
of the Papal Registers Relating to Great Britain and Ireland vol. 11,1455-5464, p. 624: dispensation for the 
marriage between Thomas Gray, nobleman of Durham, and Elizabeth Nevill, 5460-65. Many sources show 
that it was Bergavenny's daughter Alice who married Thomas Grey but also include Elizabeth; they may 
of course have been one and the same person. TNA, C1/44/195. TNA, C1/41/277: documents concerning 
the marriage settlement of John Iwardby and Katherine Nevill. In an upper light of the east window at the 
church of St Margaret, Mapledurham are the Nevill arms: gales on a saltire argent, a rose of the first for Nevill 
of Abergavenny, impaled with quarterly 5 and 4, gules afisse between six crosses crosslet or, a crescent sable on 
fare.* difference for Beauchamp; 2 and 3, chequy or and azure for Warenne. The arms have been restored, 
reduced in size to fit their present location and are displayed incorrectly with the dexter side appearing as 
the sinister. They were probably installed in the church to commemorate the union of Katherine and John 
Iwardby. J. Leland, The Itinerary of John Leland in or About the  Years 1535-1543,  vol. 4, London 1909, pp. 
159-16o, giving an abstract of a chronicle of the Church of Tewkesbury, which records that Elizabeth was 
born at Hanley (Worcs.) on 16 September 1415. Most sources state that she died on 18 June 5448 but the 
Tewkesbury Chronicle records 54 July 1448 and includes her place of burial as the `Fratrum Carmelitarum 
Conventriae'. J. Gairdner, The Parton Letters A.D. 1422-1509, 6 vols., London and Exeter 1904, vol. 3, p. 
98: a letter dated 17 July circa 1456 from Henry Fillongley to Sir John Fastolf says And, Sir, y told my 
brother Parton that my Lady of Bargeveney bath, in dyvers Abbeyes in Lecestershyre, vij. or viij. prestes 
singinge for her perpetuell, by my brother Darcyes and my unkle Brokesbyes meanes, for they were her 
executors; and they acorded for money, and gafe a cc. or ccc. marc. as they myzt accord for a prest'. The 
monastery at Coventry was suppressed on r October 1539; the only roofed portions remaining today are 
the east range of the cloisters and a gateway in Much Park Street; the foundations of the friary church may 
also be seen. After the Dissolution some of its choir stalls found their way into the former chapel of the 
Hospital of St John the Baptist, now the Old Grammar School, in nearby Hales Street, itself dissolved in 
March 5545, see VCH, Worcester, vol. 4, London 1924,  pp. 93-94- 
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to have had three daughters: Margaret who married Sir John Brooke, Lord 
Cobham, Katherine who married Robert Tanfield of Gayton, Northamptonshire 
and Anne married to John ninth Baron Strange of Knockin. Three sons, Edward, 
Ralph and Edward were also born to the couple, but probably died young and cer-
tainly without issue.19  On 3o May 1451, Nevill was made governor of Leeds Castle, 
Kent, a position he held until the beginning of 1461. On 26 January 1455 he was 

present at the feast following the enthronement of Thomas Bourchier Archbishop 
of Canterbury. Together with his brother, Fauconberg, and his nephew, the earl of 
Warwick, he supported the Yorkist standard at the battle of Northampton on io 
July 1460, and in December 1462 accompanied Edward IV to Scotland on the feast 
of St Andrew.2° A number of entries in the records of the court of Common Pleas 
between 1463-67 show that he was the subject of a series of civil actions brought 
against him for non-payment of debts. Nevill does not appear in a good light as 
the amounts owed by him were by no means trifling and clearly demonstrate his 
attitude towards his creditors. Among the debts were sums due to merchants who 
had supplied him with tack, cloth and large quantities of skins; sable, marten, 
miniver, ermine and grey.21  On 10 December 1467 he was granted custody of all 
estates and other possessions formerly belonging to Edward Brooke, sixth Lord 
Cobham (d. 1464) during the minority of the latter's son, John, whose wardship 
he also held. As we have seen, in due course young Brooke was married to Nevill's 
daughter Margaret. Under a commission of 3 May 1471 Edward was among those 
required to 'array the king's lieges of that county and arrest and imprison certain 

19  Among the superb collection of brasses in the church of St Mary Magdalene at Cobham, Kent is 
one intended for John Brooke, 7th  Lord Cobham, and his wife, Margaret Nevill, who died 3o September 
1506. Cobham's figure was lost together with the original upper and lower right shields which have been 
replaced. The arms are; upper left gales, on a chevron, or, three lions rampant, sable for Cobham; upper right 
quarterly, 1, Nevill of Abergavenny; 2, Warenne; 3, quarterly i and iv, or, three chevrone/s, gales for Clare ; 
ii and iii quarterly, i and 4, argent, 2 and3, gales, afir:- or for Despenser; 4, Beauchamp, a crescent for dif-
ference. The Despenser quartering should have included ' over all a bend sable'perhaps an oversight on the 
part of the engraver. The crescent used for difference in the Beauchamp arms is a mark of cadency indi-
cating descent from a second son although Elizabeth Beauchamp's grandfather, William Beauchamp t't  
Lord Bergavenny, was actually the second surviving son of his father. Some later examples omit the cres-
cent. The rwo lower shields comprise the arms of Cobham impaled with those of Nevill just described. 
An altar tomb on the south side of the chancel of the church of St Mary the Virgin, Gayton may be that 
of Robert Gayton (d. 1504). Weever, p. 299: Strange died on 15 October 5479 and was buried in the church 
of St John the Baptist, Hillingdon, Middx, where he is commemorated, together with his ist wife, 
Jacquetta Woodville, by a fine canopied brass. And see II. 24 below. 

20  CPR/446123p. 426. CL6PDom. HVIII, vol. 7, p. 338, grants June 1534,  922  (23): Edward's grandson 
Sir Edward Nevill (d. 1538) also held the office of constable of Leeds Castle 1534-38.  M. Connor, John Stone's 
Chronicle, Christ Church Priory Canterburis 1417-1472, Kalamazoo 2010, p. 97. J. S. Davies, An English 
Chronicle of the Reigns of Richard II, Henry IV, Henry V and Henry VI, London 1856, p. 95. J. Gairdner, 
Three Fifteenth-Century Chronicles, London 1880, p. 157. 

21  TNA, Court of Common Pleas, CP40/808, rot. 126, 335d, CP40/810, rot. 408, CP4o/80, rot. 166d, 
218d, 322, 322d, CP40/824, rot. 339d; these records are taken from a draft online resource made available 
through <www.british-history.ac.uk> and represent draft summary translations of cases involving London 
litigants or disputed events supposed to have taken place in London and heard before the Court of 
Common Pleas. 
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persons stirring up insurrection'. The following day he was probably present at the 
battle of Tewkesbury for which he was made a knight banneret. Nevill died on i8 
October 1476.22  His will does not survive and as a consequence his burial wishes 
remain unknown but in any case the redating of the Mereworth effigy seems to 
exclude him as the man for whom it was made. 

Following Edward's death his estates and title passed to George, the second and 
perhaps only surviving son from his first marriage. George was born at Reigate in 
Surrey where he was baptised at the parish church of St Mary Magdalene on 2 

February 1435.23  His elder brother Richard was already dead by the time their 
mother died in the summer of 1448.24  On 3o October 1449 Edmund Beaufort 

22  CPR LW-77,  pp. 47, 285. Shaw, vol. z, p. /6;  under [1471, between May 4 and May 21] a list of 
'Knights Banneret made by Edward IV on that voyage and late journey; whose pennons and standards (in 
the difference of pennons) were rent by the King's commandment', with 13 names, the last of which is 
simply Aberdenny'. 

23  To date, most printed sources which have included a place of birth state that the event occurred at 
Raby Castle, County Durham and where a place of baptism is shown, Staindrop in the same county is 
given. TNA, Chancery Inquisitions, C139/162/31, is a writ dated 25 July 1456 issued to Thomas Plaistow, 
escheator for Surrey, to obtain proof that George Nevill had reached his majority as he claimed; this was 
required before he could be licensed to enter a moiety of the property formerly held in dower by Cecily, 
late Duchess of Warwick (d. 450), and the inheritance of both himself and his aunt Anne, wife of Richard 
Nevill, Earl of Warwick. The licence also allowed him to enter a moiety of the lands that his cousin, Anne, 
daughter of Henry late Duke of Warwick (d. 446) was seised of at her death in 449. The evidences taken 
by the escheator at Southwark on 28 October 1456 are in turn informative, poignant and amusing. Of the 
12 men whose testimony was recorded perhaps the more credible may be those of John Payne, whose 
daughter was buried the day of the baptism, Thomas Cardiff whose son was born at the same time, Henry 
Cranacke/Cranache who was sent to get the midwife, William Shirlond, a servant to the infant's father, 
who was sent to invite the godparents, John Cliff who carried a pelt of wool to wash the hands of the same, 
William Norfolk who carried a candle in celebration of mass, William King who was married in the church 
that day and Osmund Welle/Webbe whose wife was buried at the church the same day. Somewhat less 
believable are: Herbert Brewes who remembered the occasion because that day he had transferred a portion 
of land to one John Dene; Stephen Tytney, whose horse had suddenly died under him whilst riding toward 
Reigate church, Stephen Jolliffe who had erected a new house, and William Frensche who recalled the day 
as also being the occasion that his kitchen in Reigate `by the strength of the wind was flattened'. TNA, 
patent roll C66/483, m. to, records the licence to Nevill on 30 July 5457. Reigate was originally part of the 
de Warenne estates, which by the beginning of the 15th century was held by the Fitz-Alan earls of Arundel. 
After the death of Thomas the nth earl in 1415, it became part of the dower of his widow Beatrice, and fol-
lowing her death in 5439 her dower properties were divided between her husband's co-heirs, the descen-
dants of his three sisters. One of these was Lady Elizabeth Nevill, a granddaughter of Fitz-Alan's sister Joan, 
wife of William Beauchamp, i" Baron Bergavenny; Edward Neville held the portion of the manor of 
Reigate inherited by his wife until his death. Another of the earl's sisters was Margaret, who married Sir 
Roland Lenthal; Margaret was dead and her heir was her son Edmund who came of age in 441, and until 
that time Roland Lenthal, probably his father, had custody of his lands, which included a third share of 
the houses within the castle and who stated, in 441, that they were ruinous. For further details regarding 
the ownership of Reigate see, H.E. Malden, in VCH, County ofSurrey, 4 vols, London 1902-14, vol. 3, pp. 
234-36. Hicks, Warwick the Kingmaker, p. 23, notes Guildford in Surrey as the place of birth and baptism 
of George Nevill, but his cited source (TNA, C139/162/17), does not relate to Nevill. 

24  Leland, Itinerary, vol. I, p. 76, recorded that Richard, the eldest son of Edward Nevill and Elizabeth 
Beauchamp, was buried in the collegiate church of St Mary, Staindrop, and in the south aisle `ther is a flat 
tumbe also with a playne image of brasse and a scripture, whey is buried Richard sun and heire to Edward 
Lord of Bergevenny. This Edward was the fift sun of Daraby (de Raby). Johanna Bewfort was his mother. 
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Figure 4. Arms of Nevill of Abergavenny from 
the tomb of Sir Thomas Nevill d. 1542. 

second Duke of Somerset surrendered the English occupied castle and palace of 
Rouen to the French king, Charles VII. Under the terms of the surrender a 
number of hostages, including young George Nevill, were provided by Somerset 
This Edward had another sun caullid George, and was lord after: and he had Georg also lord, and he left 
Henry now lord of Bergevenny'. W. Hutchinson, History and Antiquities of the County Palatine of Durham, 
3 vols, Durham 1823, vol. 3, p. 317: 'most of the brass work is gone from the tomb-stone, which, Leland 
says, covered the remains of Richard, son of Edward, Lord Abergavenny: two of the escutcheons remain'. 
However, W. Fordyce, History and Antiquities of the County Palatine of Durham, 2 vols, London and 
Edinburgh 1857, vol. 2, p. 87, said that the brass figure of Richard was still in Staindrop church. J.F. 
Hodgson, `Staindrop church', Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, vol. 8 (1899), 
pp. 161-167: three brass shields from the monument remain in the church. The arms of the first attached 
to the font comprise quarterly,l and 4, gules on a saltire argent, a rose of the first for Nevill of Abergavenny; 
2 and 3, quarterly i and iv, gules a fesse between six crosses crosslet or, a crescent sable on fessefir difference for 
Beauchamp; ii and iii, chequy or and azure for Warenne. Two shields separately mounted and currently 
residing in the vestry display, quarterly, 1 and 4, Nevill of Abergavenny; 2 and 3, Beauchamp, over all a 
label of three points. A fourth shield was lost long ago. In the church of St Peter, Barton-upon-Humber, 
Lincolnshire a beautiful and near perfect example of the same arms but without the label can be seen. 
Barton-upon-Humber was held by the Beaumont family. After 3o October 1441 when his first wife died 
John I" Viscount Beaumont married Katherine, eldest daughter of Ralph Nevill, r" Earl of Westmorland, 
and Joan Beaufort. Beaumont was her third husband and died in 1460 at the battle of Northampton fight-
ing for Henry VI. The arms were once part of a series illustrating the descent and connections of the 
Beaumont family. A related glazing scheme was described by J.G. Nichols and W.P Herrick in their 
Armorial Windows Erected in the Reign of Henry VI by John Viscount Beaumont and Katherine Duchess of 
Norfolk in Woodhouse Chapel by the Park of Beaumanor in Charnwood Forest, Leicestershire, London 186o, 
pp. 22-30: about 1450 the north windows of the chapel, now the parish church of St Mary-in-the-Elms, 
were filled with the arms of Katherine's brothers, Salisbury, Fauconberg, Latimer and the bishop of 
Durham together with the marriage alliances of her sisters. Bergavenny's arms were not recorded but would 
almost certainly have been included making the chapel glass contemporaneous with that at Barton-upon-
Humber where the remaining Nevill shield possibly formed part of a similar scheme. 
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following receipt of a safe conduct to England for himself and his family and in 
return for his assurance that Charles' terms would be met within the time stipu-
lated under the agreement. On 4 May 1471 George was made a knight bachelor by 
Edward IV following the battle of Tewkesbury.25  

He married twice. His first wife was Margaret the daughter of Hugh atte Fenne 
(d.1476) of Scoulton Burdeleys in Norfolk. With her he had a large family of at 
least seven sons and three daughters. In the muniment collection of Berkeley 
Castle, Gloucestershire is a book of hours dating from the early fifteenth century 
that once belonged to Nevill.26  The Kalendar records the dates of birth for eight 
of his children: 

George born 19 July 1470 in London.27  
Elizabeth, born io December 1471 at Hill Hall, Theydon Mount, Essex.28  

25  J. Stevenson, ed., Letters and Papers Illustrative of the Wars of the English in France During the Reign 
of Henry VI King of Englant4 2 vols, London 1861-64, vol. 2 pt 2, pp. 611-12, 6z8. Shaw, vol. 2, p. 14. 

26  Berkeley Castle, Manuscripts SB88. Described in Sotheby, Wilkinson and Hodge, Catalogue of 
Valuable Books and Manuscripts also Autograph Letters and Historical Documents, 28 July 1922, lot no. 581, 
and in G. M. Spriggs, The Nevill Hours and the School of Herman Scheerre', Journal of the Warburg and 
Courtauld Institutes, vol. 37 (1974), pp. 104-3o. It was sold on behalf of Sir Henry Paston-Bedingfeld (d. 
1941), but how it came into the possession of the Bedingfeld family is not known. It is, however, possible 
that Elizabeth Nevill left it to her niece, Margaret, the daughter of her brother Sir Thomas, who married 
Sir Robert Southwell, by whom she had a daughter Anne who in turn married Edmund Bedingfeld (d. 1585) 
son of Sir Henry Bedingfeld of Oxburgh Hall. Thomas Berkeley of Beverstone, Glos. (d. 15oo) who married 
Elizabeth Nevill was a great-great grandson of Thomas, known as the Rich, 3rd Baron Berkeley (d. 1361) by 
his second wife Catherine Clivedon. Beneath the first miniature in the Hours, the arms of Berkeley; gules 
a chevron between ten crosses patee, six andfigur, argent, a labelfor difference impale those of Nevill; 1, Nevill 
of Abergavenny; 2, Warenne; 3, quarterly i and iv, Clare ; ii and iii, Despenser and 4, Beauchamp. The Nevill 
Hours should not to be confused with the better known Heures de Neville in the Bibliotheque Nationale, 
Paris, MS lat. 1158 which dates from the early 15th century and contains images of the family including Ralph, 
i" Earl of Westmorland, and his 2nd wife Joan Beaufort, and were probably commissioned by the countess 
and after July 1427 when her son Robert, shown wearing a mitre, was nominated bishop of Salisbury. 

27  J. Strype, A Survey of the Cities of London and Westminster, 2 vols, 172o, vol. 1, book 3, p. 174. 
<www.hrionline.ac.uk> online edition of Strype's revision of Stow's Survey of London, 1598. W. Besant, 
London, London 1892, p.143. Some of the details in the Kalendar have been lost, the result of an early 
binding. Fortunately the dates of birth are intact. George was probably born at the London house of the 
Nevills of Abergavenny. Stow wrote that 'at the North end of Ave Mary lane, is one great House, builded 
of Stone and Timber, of old time pertaining to John Duke of Britain, Earl of Richmond, as appeareth by 
the records of Edward II. Since that, it was called Pembrook's Inn, near unto Ludgate; as belonging to the 
Earls of Pembrook, in the time of Richard II. the 18th Year; and of Henry VI. in the 14th year. It was after 
called Burgaveny House, and belonged to Henry late Lord of Burgaveny'. In the will of George Nevill, 3rd  
Baron Bergavenny, TNA, PROB 11/25, ff. 259-263, it is described as 'Bergevenny Inne otherwise Penbroke 
Inne'. Besant tells us that Abergavenny House stood 'between Amen Corner and Ludgate Street' now 
Ludgate Hill. By a conveyance of z6 March 1611 it was acquired by the Stationers Company from Edward 
Nevill, 6rh  Baron Bergavenny (d. 1622). Less than sixty years later it was lost in the Great Fire. The 
Stationers Company remains on the site. 

28  Hill Hall survives today as a fine Elizabethan mansion. It has been divided into a number of private 
houses although some parts are open to the public by prior arrangement. Two sets of rare 16th  century wall 
paintings may be seen but nothing earlier remains above ground. MSS Abergavenny p. a psalter at Eridge 
in 1887 included the date and place of birth of the second Thomas Nevill, and the details agree with those 
recorded in the Nevill Hours at Berkeley Castle. 
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An unnamed son born io May 1473 at Hill Hall. This entry refers to John of whom 
more later. 

William, born 28 July 474 at Hill Hall, described as the third son. 
Ann, born 16 October 0475, shown as the second daughter. She died on io December 

during an unknown year. 
Mary, born 9 April 477 at Hill Hall, the third daughter. 
Thomas, born 18 March 1479 at Mereworth, the fourth son. He died on 16 May. 
Thomas, born I March 1482 at Birling, the fifth son. 
Two other sons not included in the Kalendar were born to the couple, Edward whose 

birth possibly occurred between the two Thomas' and Richard, the youngest son, 
born about 1483-84. 

On 12 January 1477 Nevill was granted a licence to enter any lands rightfully 
his following the death of his father. On 29 June the following year he was licensed 
to grant certain manors to Katherine, his step-mother, for life, Mereworth among 
them. On 17-18 April 1483 he was present at the funeral of Edward IV; about nine 
weeks later on 6 July he attended the coronation of Richard III and Queen Anne 
Nevill, possibly performing the ancient service of Chief Larderer, which was 
attached to his manor of Scoulton Burdeleys, Norfolk (of which more later). His 
son George was made a knight of the Bath in the ceremonies at the Tower. That 
his loyalties lay with his cousin Richard III is not in doubt as his name appears on 
a large number of official commissions during the king's reign. In 1483-84 Nevill 
petitioned the king for lands due to him as a `parcelle of his enheritaunce' and was 
granted a licence by the king to enter into the lordships of Blaxhall, Pettaugh and 
Burgh Ash, all in Suffolk.29  A further expression of Nevill's support for King 
Richard is perhaps to be found in the naming of his youngest son.3° 

It is not known whether he was present at the battle of Bosworth, but the period 
was one of some trouble for him, for on z8 September 1485 Margaret, Nevill's wife 
of more than fifteen years, died. He seems to have married again fairly promptly 

29  CPR 1476-85, pp. 02,124, 394,  398,  425, 465,  490,  559,  562, 575 (a commission of oyer and terminer, 
two of array, two to assess subsidies and regularly JP for Essex, Kent and Sussex). TNA, Ancient Petitions, 
SC 8/346/E1418. R. Horrox and P.W. Hammond, eds, British Library Harleian Manuscript 433,  4 vols, 
Richard III Society 1979-1983, vol. 2, p. io8, vol. 3, pp. II-12. Originally young George had been sum-
moned by writ dated 5 June 1483 to receive his knighthood at the coronation of Edward V due to take place 
on 22 June, A.F. Sutton and P.W. Hammond, The Coronation of Richard III, the Extant Documents, 
Gloucester 1983, pp. 270, 273. 

30  The name Richard was common to Nevill's extended family; his uncle Richard Nevill, Earl of 
Salisbury, his cousin the earl of Warwick, his elder brother mentioned earlier, and of course his cousin 
the king. It seems unlikely that he would have named his youngest son after Salisbury (d. 146o) or 
Warwick (d. 1471) after the problems regarding portions of his maternal inheritance to which Warwick 
also laid claim. Would he have waited until the birth of a seventh son to commemorate his late brother? 
Probably not but having said that at least three of his sons were born before another was named Edward, 
in all likelihood after his father. George's son Thomas (II) was born I March 1482, Margaret his wife died 
on 28 September 1485. Unless she died in childbirth or gave birth to him in the period December 0482 
to June 1483, it seems certain that her youngest son was born during the reign of Richard III. If the king 
was your cousin and his reign was a turbulent one what better expression of loyalty than to name a son 
after him! 
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to Elizabeth, a wealthy London widow of three husbands, but their union is not 
known to have produced any issue.31  

He was apparently soon reconciled to the new regime. An example of those who 
were prepared to use the political climate to further their own ends even lower 
down the social scale is well illustrated by the blatant opportunism of some of his 
tenants who aware of Nevill's previous allegiance appear to have seized on the 
chance to disparage their lord to their own ends. On 13 May 1486 Nevill's son 
wrote to the king on his behalf in the matter of unpaid rents: 

To the king our souverian lord. Mekely sheweth unto your highnesse your true 
subgiet and servant, Sir George Nevil, knight, that where his fadre, the Lord 
Bergevenney, is seased of and by right of enheritaunce of the lordships of Harold 
Ewyas and of Ewyas Lacy, in Walys, and hathe peasibly be possessed of al the profits 
of the same, whiche of late he assigned to your said servaunt to enhable him to doo 
your good grace the better service. It is soo, gracious souverain lord, that now of late 
by the subtile meanes and collusion of Mile ap Harry, Harry Mile, Walter Baskervyle, 
Thomas ap Watkyn, John ap Watkyn, Watkyn Vaghan and Richard ap Thomas, 
tenaunts of the said lordshipes, furst by there untrewe suggestion among theym 
namyng the said Lord Bergevenny that he shuld stand out of your grace, to that 
entent to withold and kepe in thair handes thair renter and dewtes as they owt to 
paye; and when thay sawe that that wold not helpe thaym, than thay made amongist 
thaym, that the said Lord Bergevenny hath ceasyd a fine of the same; and seing that 
noon of these couth helpe theym, now by the meanes of the same Mile ap Harry and 

31  Elizabeth's parentage is not known for certain although F. Blomefield and C. Parkin, An Essay 
Towards a Topographical History of Norfolk, a vols, London 1805-1o, vol. so, p. 98, said that she was the 
daughter of William Brent of Chartham, Kent, unfortunately giving no source; Parkin's account of the 
early Nevills of Abergavenny is confused and includes several errors, one of which has Elizabeth described 
as the mother of the 3rd baron. It should also be noted that the third baron married (2) Margaret daughter 
of John Brent of Charing, Kent. Although it is possible that the details Parkin gives of Elizabeth's parentage 
are correct, confirmatory evidence is required. Elizabeth married (s) Richard Nayler, tailor, alderman 1482-
3 (d. 1483), (2) Robert Bassett, salter, mayor 1475-76  (d. 1484), (3) John Stokker, draper, alderman r479-

85 (d. 1485), (4) George Nevill, see A.B. Beaven, The Aldermen of London, 2 vols London 1908,1913, vol. 
2, pp. 12 (Basset) 15 (Stokker), 16 (Naylor). In her will dated 14 April 15oo, TNA, PROB 11/12, ff. 58-59, 
she requested burial in a vault under the Lady Chapel of St Martins Outwich, London where Nayler lay. 
Stow saw both monuments. The church escaped the devastation of the Great Fire but was severely 
damaged by a fire in 1765. Construction of a new church began in 1796 and was consecrated Nov. 1798. 
Some of the painted glass survived from the earlier building which included the arms of Naylor impaling 
Nevill above the date 1483. This was displayed in a window on the north side of the church before being 
moved to a window over the altar in 1827. In May 1873 the parish of St Martin's Outwich was attached to 
St Helen's, Bishopsgate. A number of the monuments were removed to St Helens before the church of St 
Martin's was demolished. Those of Richard Naylor and Elizabeth Nevill were not among them but the 
armorial glass at St Martin's was transferred to St Helen's where it was installed in the three clerestory 
windows of the south transept. In describing the shields of arms M. Reddan and A.W. Clapham, Survey 
of London, London 1924, vol.1 part I, p. 45, wrote 'one is dated 1483, but the panel itself is not earlier than 
the s7th century'. An engraving of the shield in the Main Print Collection of the London Metropolitan 
Archives may be seen online at the Collage image database. On the same site is a painting by Daniel 
Pasmore (d. 1865) entitled Interior of St Martin Outwich, showing the arms in question in their final posi-
tion in the 18th-century church; the original painting is in the collections of the Guildhall Art Gallery, 
London. 
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Harry Mile made other untrewe suggestyons to my lord of Bedford, and wold have 
had hym to sease these lordships into the hands of your good grace, and for nothyng 
els but to restrayn the arrerages in thair handes; and all the matere and causes shewed 
unto my said Lord Bedford, he of his grace and goodnes hathe sent thidere his letters 
that thay shuld not restrayn eny deuties for any entres made or any othre cause, yit 
notwithstanding thay disobeid his letters and wol not pay noon of their dewties; 
wherefore if it wold please your moost excellent grace, tendrely considring the pre-
misses, to graunt a lettre undre your prive seal to the receyvour of the said lordships, 
commaunding him to enjoine thies personnel, and alle othre tenaunts of the same 
lordeshipes that wil not content and pay thair said deuties, that thay may appere 
before your highnesse and the lordes of your noble counselle, under a payne of xl. 
to shew the causes why thay wol nat pay thaire said deuties. And your said besechere 
and servant shal pray to God for your moost noble and royal estate.32  

On 9 November 1487 Jasper Tudor, Duke of Bedford, presided over a court of 
claims held in the White Hall at Westminster Palace. The purpose of the court was 
to consider claims made by those wishing to perform a particular function at a 
coronation ceremony which may be theirs by hereditary right and which may be 
disputed. Nevill's petition was for the office of Chief Larderer at the coronation 
of Elizabeth of York to be held on 25 November that year: 

I George Nevill, who as Lord of Bergevenny is seised of the manor of Skulton with 
its appurtenances of the county of Norfolk, otherwise called the manor of Bordellec 
or Skulton of the said county, who holds this manor of our lord the king, by the 
service of acting as larderer to the King or Queen then reigning on the day of their 
coronation, make humble request to your very noble lordship that it might please 
your said lordship to give consideration to the prevailing conditions and to permit 
your said suppliant to perform the [ 1 services and to have all the revenues and 
rewards owing and attached to the said office. 

It is not known whether his claim was admitted or indeed whether a counter claim 
had been produced but it can be assumed he was allotted the duty.33  

George made his will on 1 July 1491. In it he instructed that his body 'be buried 
in the Monastery of Saint Pancrace, called the Priorie of Lewes in the Countie of 
Sussex, on the south side of the auter of the said monastery where I have late made 
a tombe for my body to be layde therin'. Unfortunately no indication is given in the 
will as to the form the monument took. His exact date of death is unknown although 
every printed source that includes a date says that it occurred on 20 September 1492. 
However, this cannot be so as writs of diem clausit extremum had been issued to the 

32 W. Campbell, Materialsfir a History of the Reign of Henry VII, 2 vols, London 1873,1877, vol. 1, pp. 
432-33. Letter dated at Worcester. 

33  J. Ives, Select Papers, London 1773 pp. 122-23, translated from the original French. W. Jerdan, Rutland 
Papers: Original Documents Illustrative of the Courts and Times of Henry VII and Henry VIII, London 1842, 
p. 120. L.G. Wickham-Le14:e, English Coronation Records, London 1901, pp. bowl, 362. Collections Relative 
to Claims at the Coronations, London 1838, pp. 44-47. It is known that claims for the office were made by 
the Nevills of Abergavenny regularly from Edward VI to George IV, see esp. J.H. Round, The King's 
Serjeants and Officers of State with their Coronation Services, London 1911, p. 241. 
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Figure 5. Bull discovered at St Pancras Priory, Lewes. 

county escheators on 23 July 1492 to ascertain what lands he held of the king. A 
month later on 27 August his heir was granted a licence to enter his father's lands. 
Writs were usually issued to the escheators within days of a death which means that 
Nevill must have died in July 1492, very possibly on the twentieth!34  

Lewes Priory was founded towards the end of the eleventh century by Nevill's 
ancestor, William de Warenne, first Earl of Surrey (d. 1089) and his wife Gundrada 
(d. 1085) as a house of the Cluniac order. The priory church, once the largest in 
Sussex, was longer even than Chichester Cathedral and in form resembled 
Lichfield Cathedral in Staffordshire. On 16 November 1537 the priory was dis-
solved under the Act for the Suppression of the Greater Houses. The following 
year, Thomas Cromwell engaged an Italian engineer named Giovanni Portinari to 
demolish the priory buildings. On 20 March he reported to Cromwell that he had 
`arrived at Lewes, and found the church larger than people thought' but was con-
fident that 'all shall be pulled down'. The following day his men began 'cutting the 
wall behind the high altar, where are five chapels and four pillars supporting a vault 
over the altar. They are first cutting under the foundation and putting in props, 
which afterwards they will burn, with fire or powder as shall seem best, and think 
all this part will be down in eight or ten days at longest'. After its suppression, 
Cromwell acquired the priory site with its lands and set about extending the 
former prior's house for his son.35  In October 1845 the short-lived Lewes, Brighton 

34  TNA, PROB 0/0, ff. 66v-67v. CFR 1485-15n9, p.153. Writs were issued to escheators of Surrey and 
Sussex, Norfolk and Suffolk, Lincoln, Warwick and Leicester, Bedford and Buckingham, Essex and 
Hertford, London, Worcester, Stafford, Gloucester and the adjacent march of Wales, Hereford and the 
adjacent march of Wales, Kent and Middlesex, Wilts., CPR 485-94, pp. 409-10. 

35  W. Page, ed., VCH, Sussex, vol. 2, London 1907, p. 69. H.E. Malden in VCH, Surrey vol. a, London 
1905, pp. 105-7. Cat Le5-1? Dom. Henry VIII, vol. 13, pt I, no. 554, p. 204. Nevill's choice to be buried at 
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and Hastings Railway drove a cutting through the site. This revealed the graves of 
the founders. At the same time 'a bull's head of brass weighing 4oz' was found. 
`The bull occurs in various ways among the armorial honours of the noble house 
of Neville, lords Abergavenny, the lineal descendants of the Beauchamps and Fitz-
Alan's and through them the de Warenne's and this relic was in all probability an 
ornamental appendage to the hearse or tomb of one of its representatives, who was 
here buried. It must be remarked that this relic was not in situ, as the earth in 
which it was found had been removed'. Two drawings and a cast were made of the 
bull's head which remain respectively in the collections of the Society of 
Antiquaries of London and the Barbican House Museum at Lewes. We may 
assume that since the site of Nevill's tomb was known from his will, efforts to 
locate it would have been made in order to recover anything that remained before 
the railway cutting obliterated that portion of the priory church.36  

To return to George Nevill's children; at the time of her first marriage to 
Thomas Berkeley, Elizabeth received one hundred pounds from the estate of her 
grandfather, Hugh atte Fenne. After Berkeley's death in 1500 she married Richard 
Covert. Nevill's six surviving sons named in his will were George, his heir, then 
John to whom he left the manor of Worfield in Shropshire. William received the 
manor of Bergnorth (Bergh-Apton) in Norfolk whilst Edward was given Holkham 
also in Norfolk. Thomas was left Blaxhall in Suffolk while the youngest son 
Richard received Otley in the same county.37  

Lewes Priory is an interesting one. Whilst the reasons behind his decision are not known the usual dynastic 
considerations seem to have been a factor and, although he does not say so in his will, it is possible that 
his father had been buried at the priory in 1476. It may be worth noting that Reigate Castle, where he was 
almost certainly born, was once held by the de Warennes, and the Augustinian priory at Reigate dedicated 
to the Blessed Virgin and the Holy Cross was founded by William de Warenne, 5th  Earl of Surrey (d. 124o). 

36  M.A. Lower Report on the antiquities lately found at Lewes', Journal of the British Archaeological 
Association, vol. r (1846), pp. 346-57. Society of Antiquities of London, BAA 22. M.A. Lower and R. 
Chapman, 'The antiquities preserved in the Museum of Lewes Castle', Sussex Archaeological Collections, 
vol. 18 (1866), p. 7o, item no. 99. The catalogue was compiled in March 1866 and included the cast of the 
bull's head then kept in the lower room of the keep. It is painted black and measures 5cm from the base 
to the tip of the remaining horn. The width across the base measures 3.5cm. A label bearing the details 
`Royal Archaeological Society 1o2' is attached to the reverse. The drawing with the Society of Antiquaries 
is slightly more detailed as the base of the cast as been levelled to allow it to stand upright and the back 
appears flatter, probably from the mould. Enquiries have been made of the Royal Archaeological Society, 
the Society of Antiquaries and Eridge Park but it has not been possible to locate the original object. 

37  R. Virgoe, 'The will of Hugh atte Fenne, 476', A Miscellany, Norfolk Record Society, vol. 56 (1991) 
pp. 31-57. A brass commemorating Richard Covert (d. 1547) and his four wives, including Elizabeth Nevill, 
forms part of the Easter Sepulchre and can be seen on the north side of the chancel in the parish church 
of St Mary, Slaugham, West Sussex. Neither Elizabeth nor Mary, of whom little is known, are mentioned 
in their father's will, TNA, PROB 11/11 ff. 66v-67v. According to some sources George, 2'd Lord 
Bergavenny, also had a daughter Jane who was supposed to have married Henry Pole, ist Baron Montagu 
(d. 1539). However both Jane and her husband Montagu are induded in the will of her father George the 
third lord Bergavenny. There is a mural tomb in the south chapel of St Margaret's church, Ditchling, East 
Sussex, to Henry Poole esquire who died 28 March 1580. He married Margaret Nevill, daughter of George 
3rd Lord Bergavenny and widow of John Cheyne (d. 1544). The Nevill arms appear on the tomb quarterly: 

Nevill of Abergavenny; 2, Nevill ancient, or, fretty gules on a canton per pale ermine, and or, a ship sable, 
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The careers of George, Edward and Thomas are well documented so the briefest 
of details will suffice here. George lived at Birling and died in 1536. He left instruc-
tions for his body to be buried at the parish church of All Saints there and his heart 
to be interred at Mereworth. Edward was executed for treason in 1538 and was 
buried in the chapel of St Peter-ad-Vincula at the Tower.38  Thomas died in 1542 
and was buried at Mereworth. Far less is known of the other three. John is com-
pletely absent from Burke's Peerage and perhaps more surprisingly Collins Peerage 
which does at least refer to his father's will. He was included in the will of his 
grandfather, Hugh atte Fenne who stated that 

if John, the sonne of my maistir, Sir George Nevill, lyve to the age of xxi yeres, thanne 
I woll he shal have vi parys cuppes gilt with a coveryng if he be not his faders heir. 
And if he be thanne his faders heir I woll that William, his brother, have theim if he 
lyve to lyke age. And this to be doon upon condicion that my maistir, Sir George, 
be loving to my wif and interrupt not my wille. 

Provision was also made in the will for both John and his elder brother George to 
receive two hundred mares upon reaching the age of twenty-one.39  

3, Beauchamp; 4, Barry often, or and gules, for Fitzalan; 5, gules a lion rampant or, for Fitzalan; 6, Warenne; 
7, Despenser 8, Clare. A second shield to the lower left of the monument and probably matching the last 
was destroyed when a pipe was put through it. Similar arms in glass and dated 1562 appear at Mereworth 
thus: quarterly 1 and 2 as at Ditchling; 3, Warenne; then 4, quarterly i and iv, Clare; ii and iii, Despenser; 
5, Beauchamp. The ship also appears in a shield of arms on the font cover, dated 1533, at St Denys, 
Rotherfield, East Sussex. Rotherfield was the parent church to Frant where Eridge Park is situated. The 
arms also appear in the Nevill or north-east chapel of the church. A family legend has it that the ship rep-
resents the vessel that first brought the Nevills to England from France. 

38  Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, 6o vols, Oxford 2004, vol. 40, pp. 489-90, 495-97, 542-
44. In 1513 George the 3rd lord was made a knight of the Garter. His stall plate, with his arms encircled by 
the Garter, remains at St Georges Chapel, Windsor and are as at Cobham, see n. 19 above, except that in 
the third quarter are: quarterly 1 and 4, Clare; 2 and 3, quarterly i and iv argent, ii and iii gules, a fret or, 
over all a bend sable for Despenser. A stained glass panel with an identical arrangement dated circa 152o in 
the collections of the Victoria and Albert Museum (no. 6917-5860) is believed to have come from 
Strawberry Hill at Twickenham the home of Horace Walpole. Coincidentally or not, an exact panel was 
once to be seen in the east window of the church at Birling, Kent. The same variation but without the 
garter appears on the Christ Church gate at Canterbury under construction in 1517 and completed 152o-
21, and in brass on the monument to Sir Thomas Nevill (d. 1542) at Mereworth where much of the original 
colour remains. Blomefield and Parkin, Norfolk, vol. 9, p. 348, recorded that this variant was once to be 
seen in a window of the chancel at the church of St Michael, Sutton, along with another displaying only 
gules on a saltire argent, a rose of the first. They were gone by the time this account was published in 1808. 
A further shield at Mereworth on the heart shrine for George the 3rd lord (d. 1536) displays in the third 
quarter, Clare impaled with Despenser and the whole encircled by the Garter. In the church of St Mary, 
Haseley, Warwicks., is a monument to Katherine, daughter of Edward Nevill (d. 1538), and her husband 
Clement Throckmorton (d. 1573). Her arms appear in a lozenge thus: quarterly of five, 1, Nevill of 
Abergavenny, 2, Warenne, then 3, Clare, 4, Despenser, 5, Beauchamp. At some point in its history the 
lozenge became detached and was replaced the wrong way up. The remnant of an identical arrangement 
of the Nevill arms also appears in one of the windows of the church. 

39  Burke's Peerage, p. 19. Sir E. Brydges, Collins's Peerage of England, 9 vols, London 1812, vol. 5, p. 161. J. 
Foster, The Royal Lineage of Our Noble and Gentle Families, 4 vols, London 1883, vol. 1, pp. 3, 5-6. Foster 
also omits John Nevill. Virgoe, pp. 51, 56. 
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In November 1494 George and John participated in a tournament, as part of 
the festivities occasioning the investiture of Henry VII's second son to the 
dukedom of York. On the first day, 'there schuld you have syen the good riders, 
the well doying horsses, whatt gambadys, the changeing of bellis, the glisteryng of 
spangils, and especialle among oder the lord Bourgavenny had a small blake hors 
wyche in montyng soo high a Bove grounde did merveilles, and soo oftyn tyme'. 
On the second day, `owt of Westmester hall came John Nevyll armed and helmed, 
his hors trapped with lawnd'. John also took part on the third day and was among 
those who honourably and valiantly acquitted themselves. 

He was still living on 7 February 1504 when, described as an esquire and 
together with his brother Lord Bergavenny, quitclaims were issued relinquishing 
their rights to lands in Lincolnshire and Nottinghamshire. John had probably died 
before 16 July 1517 when a licence was granted to Henry ninth Lord Daubeney 'to 
alienate to George Nevill Lord Bergevenny, Sir Thomas Nevill, Sir Edward Nevill' 
and others various manors in Hampshire and Dorset.4° If John was still living at 
that time he was certainly dead by January 1530 when his brother George made an 
early version of his will.'" Daniel Rowland in his 'Account of the Noble House of 
Nevill' says that John died without issue. The veracity of Rowland's statement 
cannot be tested but what is certain is that any male issue John may have had failed 
before 1587 when his nephew Henry died. In that year the barony passed to the 
son of John's younger brother Edward. William, the third son of George Nevill, 
incorrectly described as the fourth by Rowland, received, at twenty-one, one 
hundred pounds from the estate of his grandfather, Hugh atte Fenne. He became 
a priest and died in Paris, possibly an exiled catholic.42  

George Nevill's youngest son Richard may have been born at Birling as was his 
elder brother Thomas. He joined the order of St John of Jerusalem and became a 
knight of Rhodes. Henry VIII appeared to take a personal interest in a number of 
the order's English brethren, Nevill included. On to October 1510 Emery 
d'Amboise the Grand Master of Rhodes wrote to Henry VIII that he had 'received 
his letters, on behalf of William Weston of the preceptory of Badislay and Mayne, 
and of Richard Nevell. To the former they have given an annuity, the other they 
have made one of their chamber novices'. A letter from Henry VIII to Pope Leo 
X dated 22 July 1515 requested that 'Richard Nevyl, Knight of Rhodes, brother 

40  J. Gairdner, Letters and Papers Illustrative of the Reigns of Richard III and Henry VII, 2 vols, London 
1863, vol. 1, pp. 394,  397,  400-02 (account of tournament which ran over three days, 9, is and 13 
November; in the account of the last day John is described as 'broder to the lord Bourgavenny'). CCR 
1500-09, p. 117. Cal. L6PDom. Henry VIII, vol. 2, part 2, p. I1o6: Richard Covert brother-in-law to the 
Nevills was also included in the licence. 

41  It could be that George and John were estranged from each other by 1517 but given their apparent 
close associations up to 1504, a conclusion drawn from the scant available evidence, it seems more likely 
that John had died between February 1504 and July 1517. Two wills exist for the 3rd baron: TNA, PROS 
11/25, if. 259-263; the first is dated 24 January 1530, the second 4 June 1535; the only brothers mentioned 
in both are Thomas and Edward. 

42  D. Rowland, An Historical and Genealogical Account of the Noble House of Nevill London 183o, p. 135. 
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(germanus) of George Lord Bergavenny, the King's relative, who had lately fin-
ished his military education at Rhodes' be given 'the reversion of the first vacant 
dignity of the Order of St John'. In May 1519 he was appointed commander of the 
preceptory at Willoughton in Lincolnshire. At the end of June 1522 troops from 
an Ottoman invasion fleet landed on Rhodes. In late July the Sultan, Suleyman 
the Magnificent, arrived with reinforcements. The siege ended on 20 December 
1522. The knights were allowed to leave the island in January 1523 and returned to 
their respective commanderies across Europe. Richard took part in the defence of 
Rhodes and in May 1523, in recognition of his service, was granted the preceptory 
at Templecombe in Somerset. In March 153o the Holy Roman Emperor Charles 
V gave the knights the island of Malta, where they re-established themselves. 
Richard, however, had died by March 1528, when Edmund Hussey was granted 
Templecombe. In May 154o the act for the dissolution of the order was passed. 
Daniel Rowland stated, without offering any supporting evidence, that Richard 
was buried at Mereworth church although it is impossible to establish whether he 
was referring to the effigy in question. However, it seems likely that he was, as no 
monument identifiable as Richard's appeared in Thorpe's account published sixty 
years earlier. In all probability Rowland was getting carried away with the myth of 
the knights hospitallers.43  

The Candidates 

It has already been established that the presence of a bull at both the head and feet 
of the effigy provides substantive proof that the man commemorated by the effigy 
was a member of the Nevill family. This is further supported by their ownership 
of the manor of Mereworth during the period concerned. The presence of the 
coronet enables us to concentrate solely on those who held the title Baron 
Bergavenny, discounting the notion of the effigy having been made for any of the 
other sons of the first, second or third barons. If it was made for the tomb of 
Edward the first baron then given the stylistic evidence already discussed it would 

43  Cal.L&P Dom.HVIII, vol. I, no. 12,6z, p. 187, vol. 2, pt r, no. 737, p. 195. Rowland, p. 135. G. 
O'Malley, The Knights Hospitaller of the English Langue 146o-1565, Oxford 2005, pp. 296-7, 352-3; 
O'Malley incorrectly described Richard as being of Billingbere, Berks., after consulting the following: 
W.H. Rylands, Four Visitations of Berkshire 1532, 1566, 1623, 1665-6, VOL 2, Additional Pedigrees and Notes, 
London 1908, p. 181, which shows the descent of the Nevills of Billingbere from George, 2nd Lord 
Bergavenny. Although Richard appears on this pedigree, it was Henry, the son of his brother Sir Edward 
Nevill, who first held the aforementioned manor, which was granted to him by Edward VI in 1549. He 
finally gained possession of it in 1567 and set about building a fine mansion, burnt down in 1924. The 
Nevills of Billingbere were buried nearby in the church of St Lawrence, Waltham St Lawrence. 
Templecombe was the subject of a Time Team excavation in 5995 when the remains of the chapel and 
boundary wall were identified but there is little to see. Rowland was steward to the earl of Abergavenny 
who may have been the source for his assertion that Richard Nevill was buried at Mereworth. While pos-
sible, it is unlikely that any evidence remained in the church by the time Rowland published his work in 
1830, as no mention was made of it by John Thorpe senior (d. 1751). Rowland may therefore have been 
repeating a Nevill family tradition which may itself have reflected the earl's own belief. 
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mean that it was made more than two decades after his death so while he is not an 
impossible candidate for the effigy's identity it is unlikely. The figure could have 
been made for the third baron who died in 1536. While such a long period between 
the manufacture of a memorial and the death of the individual for whom it was 
intended may seem improbable it is not without precedent. An effigy in the parish 
church of St Mary at Easebourne, West Sussex commemorates Sir David Owen 
an uncle of Henry VII. He died in 1542 but in his will made in 1529 he requested 
that his executors 'make a vaulte of bryk where my body shal lye undergrounde 
ther to brynge in my body, and my saied Executours to sett my Tombe upon saied 
valte in the place where it is redy appoynted, and my Image and the Image of my 
first wif, and my Tombe to be new gilte and peynted'. An examination of Owen's 
effigy reveals it to date from around 1500 and was probably set up following the 
death of his first wife. Admittedly this is a rather extreme example but it does mean 
that the possibility exists that the effigy was made for the third baron Bergavenny 
and that at some point and for some unknown reason may have been moved from 
his burial place at Birling to Mereworth but again although this should be consid-
ered it is unlikely." 

Conclusion 

It must therefore be concluded that the effigy was made for the tomb of George 
Nevill, the second baron. He did not mention the effigy in his will and that fact, 
combined with the examination of other like effigies of the period, would appear 
to confirm that it was placed on his tomb at Lewes perhaps a decade or more after 
his death. It was probably removed from the priory just before its suppression in 
November 1537. As George, his eldest son, had died in June 1536, leaving his grand-
son, Henry, the fourth baron, a minor, it would have been left to his other sons to 
arrange transfer of their father's body and monument. John, as we have seen, 
almost certainly predeceased George, as did Richard. William, if still living, may 
have been overseas, which left Edward and Thomas. In November 1537, Sir 
Edward was a year away from arrest and execution, so the removal of their father's 
body from Lewes was probably at the instigation of Sir Thomas Nevill who lived 
at Mereworth. A lawyer and speaker of the House of Commons Sir Thomas was 
well connected with the court and Thomas Cromwell. He had hoped for a union 
between his daughter and Cromwell's son. This did not happen, but Cromwell 
found instead Robert Southwell for Nevill's daughter. On io March 1535 Nevill 
wrote to Cromwell 'I am comforted in my disappointment by your choice of 
another husband, who has many virtues'. His association with Cromwell would 
seem to be the connection that made the removal possible. 

As John Thorpe senior made no further comment it is not possible to say 
whether the altar tomb on which the effigy would once have lain still remained 

44  W.H Blaauw, 'On the effigy of Sir David Owen at Easebourne', near Midhurst, Sussex Archaeological 
Collections, vol. 7 (1854), p. 33. 
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when he visited the old church at Mereworth. That is, assuming it was moved with 
the effigy from Lewes Priory in the first place. If it was it may have been altered to 
fit its position in the old church as examples exist where an altar tomb was origi-
nally freestanding but had been placed under an arch with one of the long sides 
of the tomb chest raised up behind the effigy to form a decorative backplate. If 
this was the case a second move for the possibly already mutilated or damaged 
components may have proved too much for the already weakened structure. 45  
However, as a matter of practicality it may have been a deliberate decision not to 
move it into the new church because of its size as one only has to look at how 
crowded the Despenser chapel is to realise that when all the tombs designated to 
be re-erected there were in place there was little space remaining. A final point of 
interest is exactly what became of George Nevill's body. In May zoo6 the burial 
vault beneath the Despenser chapel was opened. Inside were found fourteen 
coffins but these only dated from 1717-1817. Another vault exists beneath the Yotes 
Court chapel, on the north-western side of the church, containing the remains of 
the owners of that house. It has not been examined but as the Nevills once owned 
the house it is possible he could lie there, perhaps with his son Sir Thomas 
Nevill.46  But if not at Mereworth it would seem that the most likely place in which 
to deposit the remains of the second baron would have been the vault at Birling. 

45  M. Herbert, 'The Minster Yorkist: an armoured effigy in the abbey church of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary and St Sexburgha, Minster, Isle of Sheppey, Kent', The Ricardian, VOI. 21 (zon), p. 1. The examples 
are: the tomb of William Cheyne (d. 1487) at Minster Abbey, Isle of Sheppey, Kent, and a tomb at St Mary, 
Puddletown, Dorset, probably made for a member of the Martyn family of nearby Athelhampton House. 
It may be noted that the author's opinion regarding the date of the Mereworth effigy has undergone some 
revision since the article regarding the Minster effigy was published. The effigy of Sir John Darell at Little 
Chart is of a later date than the Mereworth figure. 

46  MSS Abergavenny, p. 1. EJ. Furnivall, 'The Nevill and Southwell families of Mereworth in Kent A.D. 
152o-1575', Notes and Queries, 4th ser. vol. z, no. 51 (19 Dec. 1868), pp. 577-78. Sir Thomas Nevill married 
fisrt, Katherine, daughter of Sir Humphrey Dacre, Ist Baron Dacre of Gilsland, and the widow of George 
7th Baron Fitzhugh. She bore him one child, a daughter named Margaret, born at Mereworth on z6 
September 152o, and then died on zo August 1527. Margaret was married twice: (t) at Mereworth on r May 
1536, Sir Robert Southwell (d. 26 Oct. 1559), (2) William Plumbe, at Mereworth on 13 November 1561. She 
died 22 December 1575 and was buried in the church of St Giles, Wyddial, Herts. Her demi-brass set in 
the north wall of the chancel shows her resplendent in cap and ruff. As with her cousin, Katherine 
Throckmorton, see n. 38 above, her arms are displayed quarterly of five but with a three two arrangement 
thus: s. Nevill of Abergavenny, 2, Warenne, 3, Clare, then 4, Despenser, 5, Beauchamp. Sir Thomas' second 
wife was Elizabeth daughter of James Bryce and widow of Robert Amadas. Weever's Antient Funeral 
Monuments, p. 87, describes a monument then to be seen in the church at `Narden' in the Diocese of 
Canterbury, almost certainly in fact referring to the church of St Michael and All Angels, Marden: 'upon 
the tomb of lady Elizabeth Neville, here interred, wife to Sir Thomas Neville, and daughter to the lord 
Dacres, and dame Ann Graistocke and Daker'. A certain amount of confusion between Sir Thomas Nevill's 
wives seems to have occurred here. A fire in 1555/6 destroyed the roofs of the chancel and chapel, restored 
in the early rfh century. When Weever (d. 1632) visited the church is not known, but the tomb is not men-
tioned by Hasted nor does anything remain to be seen today. The date of birth for Margaret Nevill appears 
in both the psalter at Eridge (see n. 25) and the manuscript descibed by Furnivall. In 1928 the latter was 
sold by Charles Wyndham, 3rd Baron Leconfield of Petworth House, West Sussex, and is now on perma-
nent display at the Blackburn Museum and Art Gallery (ref. HART. 21040) as part of the collection 
bequeathed to the town by R.E. Hart in 1946. 
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Two such vaults remain under the church at Birling which were used by the 
Nevill's. The earlier structure was sealed once it was full and its location has long 
been forgotten. The second was used for those members of the family who died 
during the latter part of the nineteenth century and has a superb pair of iron doors 
decorated with their arms.47  Aside from any members of the family to die in 
infancy, George the third baron may have been the first individual to have been 
buried in the earlier vault at Birling. As already shown no contemporary monu-
ment remains at Birling for him and this is also the case for his son Henry, the 
fourth baron, perhaps an indication that both may have been commemorated by 
brasses which no longer survive. If this was the case any slabs displaying empty 
indents may have been removed during the nineteenth century restoration of the 
church.48  If the second lord was re-buried at Birling it may not have been possible 
to identify the body when the time came for the vault to be sealed or he may 
simply have been missed. Surveys of the churches at Birling and Mereworth specif- 

47 A beautiful fireback showing the arms of the Nevills of Abergavenny, gules on a saltire argent, a rose 
of the first, is displayed in a permanent exhibition on the Wealden iron industry at the Anne of Cleeves 
House, Lewes, East Sussex. It is dated 1736 and came from Kidbrooke Park, Forest Row, East Sussex a 
former home of the Nevills. In the same exhibition is a much later oval plaque with their arms, perhaps 
from an estate property in Sussex. The Nevills were involved in ironworking on the Kent/Sussex Weald 
and owned a forge at Eridge in Sussex in the 16th century, see W.H. Hills, The History of East Grinstead 
East Grinstead 1906, pp. 200-5. In 1735 William Nevill, the 14th Baron, left Birling and moved to 
Kidbrooke, which he had built and which became the family seat. In 18o5 his grandson Henry, 2nd Earl 
Abergavenny sold Kidbrooke and moved the family seat to Eridge, where he had replaced the old house 
with Eridge Castle. In a vault under the church of St Swithun, East Grinstead lie twenty members of the 
family. 

48  C. Dodgson, A portrait of Lord Bergavenny', Burlington Magazine, vol. z6 (Oct. 1914—Mar. 1915), 
P. 94. R. Nevill and L. Willoughby, Tridge Castle and its contents, pt 2', The Connoisseur, vol. 17 (Jan. -
April 1907), p. 29. C. Igglesden, A Saunter Through Kent with Pen and Pencil 33 vols, vol. 22, Ashford 1928, 
Pp. 62-64.  Portraits of the early Nevills of Abergavenny, that is to say the that four, are few and far between. 
Nothing remains for Edward the 1st baron. The effigy for his son at Mereworth is of a type but it is all 
there is. For George the 3rd baron there were four known portraits. The first is the splendid drawing of c. 
1532-35 by Hans Holbein the younger in the possession of the Earl of Pembroke at Wilton House, Wilton, 
Salisbury. Then there is a painted miniature inscribed G. Abergaveny owned by the Duke of Buccleuch 
and Queensbury at Bowhill House, Selkirk. The latter closely follows the Wilton House portrait but is 
slightly less 'warts and all', so may either be by Holbein or a product of his workshop. The third, in the 
possession of the Marquess of Abergavenny, is dated 1534 and shows him, according to the picture itself, 
aged seventy. It differs from the Holbein portraits in that it shows the hands of the sitter. The left hand is 
uppermost and is shown clutching a purse. It is greatly inferior to the drawing and miniature. The final 
picture of the 3rd lord Bergavenny was sold on 24 July 1914 by Christies, who attributed it to Christoph 
Amberger. The owner told Dodgson that the original description of the portrait was 'Thomas Cromwell, 
Earl of Essex by Holbein'. This confirms that at some point someone had noted the close resemblance 
between it and the Holbein drawing, upon which it was clearly based and which itself is incorrectly 
inscribed 'Lord Cromwell'. The picture on panel bore the legend A° dni 1533 xtatis 74 and showed the sitter 
wearing the 'George' of the order of the Garter a feature not visible in the Holbein drawing and miniature. 
Two portraits were known to exist of Henry, the 4th lord Bergavenny: the first after the artist Paul van 
Somer and dated 1585 remains at Eridge while an intriguing reference to a second is made by Igglesden, 
who described it as a panel portrait dated 1586. In 1928 the picture was at Bedmangore manor house at 
Lynsted, Kent now known as Lynsted Park. The present location of this work and the last portrait of the 
3rd baron described above are not known to the author. 
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A Pied Bull:• A Nevill Effigy in the Parish Church of St Lawrence, Mereworth, Kent 

ically designed to locate the vaults may identify the burial sites of the early Nevills 
of Abergavenny and perhaps an excavation of the old church site at Mereworth to 
see if anything was left behind following its demolition would also be useful. 

The Nevills of Abergavenny are survivors. They somehow managed to emerge 
relatively unscathed from the internecine strife that blighted much of the second 
half of the fifteenth century and which decimated the ranks of their family and 
peers. Not until 1538 did one of them lose his head, but it was inevitable that their 
close proximity to the crown both by blood and geography would involve them 
in the events of the day. However, they were able to successfully balance careers in 
royal service against their own more parochial interests whilst weathering, without 
too much difficulty, the upheavals that accompanied the changes in monarchy. As 
a consequence, Christopher Nevill, the current Marquess of Abergavenny is the 
head of the only noble branch of the family to survive in the male line to the 
present. 
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